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Introduction 

In the first part of this article, published in BAI 
U we examined several texts that reflected the 
religious debates touched off by Yazdegird I's at- 
tempt at an edict of toleration for the Christians 
of the Sasanian Empire. The texts were the Pah- 
lavi Videvdad (hereafter: PV) 5.38 and PV 3 42 
along with a particularly intriguing text from 
trie Sasanian Law Book (hereafter- MHD) 1 2-4 
These are emblematic of the unspoken relation- 
ship and common concerns of the Babylonian 
rabbis and the Sasanian dastwars of that time In 
the first two texts, Sosans and Gogusnasp, two 
late-fourth and early-fifth century Zoroastrian 
authorities, debate the status of non-Iranians in 
regard to matters of pollution. Because of the 
importance of such issues to Zoroastrians (and 
to some Jews), these debates in effect map the 
relationship of Iranians to non-Iranians These 

™ e /ir Sed by S0 ^ ns and Gogusnasp 
in MHD and likewise in the Herbedestan, a text 
dealing with priestly training (hereafter: Hb) A 
comment by Sosans' major disciple, Abarg'm 
the latter work will also be relevant. As it hap- 
pens (though not by happenstance!), at the very 
same time a similar debate seems to have been 
going on in Babylonian rabbinic circles by a 
disciple of an offshoot of the cosmopolitan Ma- 
hozan school that arose earlier in the fourth cen- 
tury—that of R. Ashi in Mata Mahasia. On the 
basis of this seemingly unpromising territory we 
will learn a good deal about the shared agenda of 
the two scholastic cultures during that time, and 
the shared social challenges each group faced as 



well. Beyond the named authorities, we will 
also examine the views of the redactors of the 
Herbedestan, on the one hand, and those of the 
Babylonian Talmud, whose redaction would be 
essentially complete less than a century later on 
the other. ' 

Alberto Cantera's recent dating of several of 
the most prominent Zoroastrian authorities to 
the fifth century enables us to begin to view 
these texts within their historical framework 
These debates must be seen within the context 
of events of the fifth century, a century which 
began with the recognition of Christianity by 
Yazdegird I and the Synod of Seleucia in 410 
There followed the subsequent opposition by 
Zoroastrian clergy and aristocracy, and, later in 
the century, the breakdown in the amicable re- 
lations between the Sasanian monarchy and 
the Jewish community it ruled. Despite these 
events, the Babylonian Talmud itself testifies to 
the continued social contacts between Jews and 
non-Jews in Babylonia. In turn, the Pahlavi texts 
testify to the worries that the Zoroastrian au- 
thorities had regarding contacts between Zoroas- 
trians and non-Zoroastrians, worries echoed by 
their rabbinic confreres. 



Ill 

We now turn to the evidence provided by Hb 1 1- 
12. Sosans is mentioned twice, both times in 
chapter 1 1 . The first is in 1 1 .3, which we present 
m Sk,aerv0's preliminary edition, with my inter- 
spersed comments. Since this work has benefitted 
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causes. For the issue of survival within a year 
compare the rabbinic doctrine of terefah a hu- 
man or animal with an organic defect and who 
will therefore not survive the year (Hulin 57b) 
Once again, we must assume that the child is be- 
ing taken away from his family to an herbedes- 
tan, a place of priestly training and learning * 
Here the child's parent or guardian is warned not 
to give the task of escorting the child to non- 
Zoroastnans. 

11.3.3 

sosans guft had ka ozadan ray dahed pad gyd* 
margarzdn &y a 

hdd-iz-i az an be dyed aburndyag 10 

Sosans said: Well, when he gives (it) to be 
killed, he is margarzdn on the spot 
Well also a minor child who comes away from 
that (non-Iranianism, etc.). 

Can we take this statement literally? Presum- 
ably Sosans means that if one hands the child 
over to be killed, he is guilty immediately, even 
before the child is murdered." While this is an 

SS U f P° int ' the question is whethe" 
the child is being given up to be killed, and if 
so, why? Moreover, we have already seen that 
the redactor states that giving up the child to a 
non-Iranian makes the one who hands it over 
guilty of a tandbuhl sin, equivalent to being 
margarzdn. What then is the import of Sosans^ 
statement as the redactors, who "placed it her 
understood it? ' 

triln Xf SCemS t0 bC that glVin S a ZOT °as- 
tnan child over to non-Zoroastrians, no matter 

how benevolent they may seem, is equivalent to 
murdering the child. The redactor(s) have with 
held Sosans' statement to this point in order to 
drive home that very lesson ; it serves as the cH 
max of the questions that he has inserted before 
«. The need to drive home this lesson bespeaks 
the urgency of the crisis in their eyes. Clearly 
social relations between Zoroastrians and then 
non-Zoroastrian neighbors had become so close 
that Sosans, a conservative jurist, declared such 
practices tantamount to murder. And the redac- 
tor has skillfully introduced Sosans' statement 
with a number of introductory statements of his 
own. Conversely, a good Zoroastrian should hold 
on to a non-Zoroastrian child in order to raise it 
in a proper manner. 



Moreover, these redactional asides provide us 
with an important insight. Putting a child under 
non-Zoroastrian influences opens the possibil- 
ity that the child will apostacize. It thus im- 
plies that such occurrences were possible or at 
a minimum conceivable, and that Sasanian 'ju- 
risconsults had to worry about such an even- 
tuality, or felt that they did. ^ Below we will 

theTr^ ^ fr ° m the rabbinic side that 

they had reason to worry, but first we must ex- 
amine the matter of Sosans' date, or rather that 
or the redactor(s). 
As noted in Part One of this study, Alberto 

hah T t l r s fi ?r blished se§ans ' date - the <£° 

half of the fifth century, that is, contemporane- 
ous Wlth t he k st tW o generations of named 
Baby oman Jewish authorities. « This is then not 
merely a m tter of relatiye ^ ^^ ot 

within the" Zoroastrian tradition, but it allows 
us to coordinate Sosans and the issues that con- 
cerned him with what we know from the Baby- 
lonian Talmud. As we have seen, PV 5 38 is 
strikingly paralleled by a discussion that in 
eludes Ravina, a sixth-seventh-generation Baby- 
lonian authority, and thus a contemporary of 
Sosans and/or Abarg. Moreover, PV 3.42 echoes a 
fifth-generation discussion on the Jewishness, or 

non I"' l,° f tHe ° ffSpring ° f a j6Wish ™n and 
a non-Jewish woman, as well as the status of a 

rio";. hat W ° uld u ^te to the third quarter o 
the fourth century, the generation before Sosans 
Sosans, Gogusnasp, and Mahgusnasp dealt with 
the spiritual status of a Zoroastrian convert In a 
sense, the sages of the Talmud solved their prob- 
lem by determining that a convert is "as a baby 
just born (Yevamot 22a, 47b, 97b, Bekorot 47 a ). 
In the Talmud this doctrine is not applied to the 
question of sins that have been "carried over" 
but rather to matters of status (marriage) or 
property (do his natural children born before his 
conversion inherit?), considering this doctrine 
within the context provided by PV 3.42, brines 
a resh theological insight to it. If we tike the 
talmudic saying as applying to matters of sin 

iW Tu = aV f mh) and S° od deed {kirbag = mitz- 
van), the Talmud thus provides a neat solution "o 

^XutoTs.^ trOUWed M5hgU§naS ^ and *> 

o JnV^ 11 IeaV6S f ? e dating ° f the Actors 
open. The issue of dating will be discussed in 
section VII; for the time being, I will anticipate 
my conclusion there by simply stating that the 
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either contemporaries or close contemporaries 
but notes that a later jurisconsult can dispute 
earlier ones whose traditions have already been 
well established. We may look at the "disputes" 
between him and Gogusnasp m this way. Again 
Camera assumes that Gogusnasp was earlier than 
Abarg whose contemporary, Medomah, was his 
usual disputant. 

However, Gogusnasp appears most often in 
association with or in dispute with an anony- 
mous opinion (PV 6.29, 8.22, 8.74 15 14 15 15 
15.22, 16.2, 18.44, 18.62, Ner 10.41, 10.55, 25.?; 
6b. J)— U times— or with Abarg (PV 3 14 6 5 
7.4, Ner 40.20, 46.8), or he appears alone (PV 5 4 
(twice], 15.18). In one notable instance, Ner 22 5 
he disputes the two oldest authorities, Adur- 
farnbag-Narse and Wehdad, the son of Adur-Ohr- 
mazdan (presumably a variant of Adur-Ohrmazd) 
and m Ner 10.27 he appears with Adurbad, the 
son of Dad-Farroxan and the students [hdwistdn] 
of Baxtafrid. In light of this evidence, I suggest 
with all due hesitation, that Gogusnasp is later 
than or contemporary with Abarg, and took upon 
himself to critique the opinions of three genera- 
tions of jurisconsults who preceded him What 
then do we do with the tradition in SnS that sees 
urn as the teacher of Medomah? He may indeed 
have been and both of them may have been dis- 
putants of Abarg. But we must also consider the 
anoma ous placement of Gogusnasp m a dispute 
with Abarg in PV 5.5. 

In PV 5.4 Gogusnasp considers grease (from a 
dead body that had been deposited on a leaf as 
capable of being absorbed and becoming no 
onger po luting; Abarg disagrees. Gogusnasp's 
language (gugaid ddrisn~"it is considered di- 
gested") connects this dispute with the dispute 
between Abarg and Medomah earlier in PV 5 4 as 
to whether the ingestion of nasa by a bird con- 
verts the nasa to hixr, a less polluting degree of 
impurity (Abarg), or whether this occurs only 
with digestion (Medomah). However, if this is 
so, Abarg then would consider "mixing" (i e ab 
sorption) as even less effective a mitigating agent 
against pollution than ingestion is, a position 
which seems contradictory, since in the bird case 
he considers ingestion alone as the crucial ele- 
ment in converting nasa to hixr. If Gogusnasp 
considers "mixing" as to be considered as "di 
gested," as our text states, this puts him on Me- 
domah s side, in agreement with the author of 
SnS s tradition (or assumption) of both as being 
m the line of Adur Ohrmazd. But this would 
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leave Abarg's position in regard to the leaf as 
anomalous, unless he denied Gogusnasp's analo- 
gizing of absorption with digestion but also with 
ingestion. If he did so, then we may wonder why 
Gogusnasp held this position, but we do not hear 
of Medomah's view of the matter. 

However, if we wish to interpret Abarg's posi- 
tions as consistent, and continue the analogy 
there are then three possibilities. We may re- 
verse either the dispute in the bird case or the 
leaf case, or deny the connection altogether If 
we reverse the positions of Abarg and Gogusnasp 
in the leaf case, Gogusnasp considers absorption 
as equivalent to ingestion (and not digestion, as 
Medomah has it), and the leaf as still nasa, and 
thus akdr (unusable), while Abarg considers it as 
digested, and thus certainly as hixr— or even less 
and not akdr. But then Gogusnasp and Medomah 
disagree; as against the view of the author of SnS 
And even more seriously, Gogusnasp seems to be 
interpreting and applying Medomah's view to 
another case (the leaf case), and thus, once again 
datmg him as later than Medomah! 

If we reverse the positions in the bird case 
however, Abarg then considers digestion as the 
crucial element in converting nasa to hixr 
but then Gogusnasp is uncharacteristically strict 
and disagrees with Medomah, again as against 
sn S— and is again later than Medomah 

However, if Gogusnasp's analogy is wrong, and 
the two disputes are not comparable, there is no 
contradiction in Abarg's positions, and Gogus- 
nasp is not uncharacteristicly strict. But then we 
lose the analogy between the bird and leaf cases 
But once again Gogusnasp is later than Medomah' 
and perhaps even Abarg, again against the sce- 
nario of the author of SnS. Thus, on any con- 
struction of the two disputes, Gogusnasp is later 
than Medomah. The only way of rescuing the 
statement of the two schools in SnS is to assume 
that Gogusnasp was indeed Medomah's teacher 
\° U ^f h ™ and inter Preted his disciple's 
work. While we cannot deny this possibility at 
the moment it has nothing to recommend' it- 
self but that it accounts for all the traditions- 
including that of SnS 1.3b. 

Putting aside this latter possibility for the time 
being, which interpretation is to be preferred? Is 
Gogusnasp anomalously strict in the leaf case' or 
is Abarg inconsistent? I suggest that the redactor 
of PV took the view, as did the author of SnS in 
SnS 1.4, that consistent strictness was a more 
relevant consideration in assigning positions than 
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magic bowls, where one and the same family often has 
some members carrying personal names of Semitic ori- 
gin and other members carrying distinctly Iranian 
name S/ d the & lan nam£s conside ou y tnumber 

the Semitic ones. 30 

Moreover, these challenges worked both ways 
Thus, R. Yosef, in the first quarter of the third 
cent ury/ and R . Aghi; in the first ^^ of ^ 

faith century, made similar observations regard- 
ing conversion to Judaism, as we find in the tal- 
mud lc tractate Berakhot ( 1 7a//Qiddushin 70b): 

an nax . wdd tou - nb ™ TKa : rmm an ioxn 

■vr»yn mva i"px xV xm jnn -nor 

im xpn ,inr^ nb n^ax x^rra xnn >w :^x an nax 

xVi xrwa >mt nn xivmxn xip-- 

■W'o xnri n-"aap 

For R. Yehdudah said: Who are "the hard of 
heart" [of Isaiah 46:12]? [They are] the stupid 
Gubites. Said R. Yosef: Know [that this is sol 
tor no converts have come from them 
Said R. Ashi. The inhabitants of Mata Mahasia 
are hard of heart," for they see the glory of To- 
rah twice a year [when scholars and laymen 
gather for semi-annual study sessions], and 
[yet] no converts come from them. 

Both of these comments, the first by a second- 
generation Pumbeditan, about 100 km from the 
capital seconded by his third-generation succes- 
sor and the other by the sixth-generation senior 
colleague of Ravina testify to the rabbis' expec- 
tation of receiving converts! Those non-Jews 
who did not convert were stigmatized as "hard- 
hearted " Still this smacks of apost-facto expla- 
nation. Initially, the rabbis expected some of the 
non-Jews of their community to convert to Juda- 
ism, and had to explain why they had not. Why 
had they expected the conversions? Presumably 
because there had been some, either earlier or 
elsewhere, but also because the rabbis them- 
selves entertained a positive judgment of their 
non-Jewish neighbors and their spiritual potenti- 
ality-even in insular Pumbedita! 31 However in 
light of the situation revealed here, it is clear 
that m the competition for converts, these rab- 
bis oi insular Jewish communities had to ex- 
plain why they had not kept pace. As we shall 
see, there are reports of non-Jews converting to 
Judaism in Mahoza, a cosmopolitan suburb of 
Ctesiphon. 



31 



These potential converts would probably not 
have been the pagan Babylonians, for those con- 
servative denizens of the countryside were not 
likely candidates for conversion, nor Mandeans 
who apparently stayed in the countryside. More 
likely-smce all the sages mentioned were ur- 
banites, residing in Pumbedita and Mata Maha- 
sia, respectively, and the Mahozan Rava observes 
that his hometown was full of converts (Qid- 
dushm 73a)— they were referring to urban Chris- 
tians, but possibly also Iranian Zoroastrians 32 
As we have seen, the Zoroastrian priests had to 
deal with the consequences of conversion to 
Zoroastrianism, and Sosans was clearly worried 
about conversions out. 

Who were the gubai? Isaiah Gafni in his sur- 
vey of opinions on the matter in his portrait of 
Babylonian Jewry has suggested that it referred 
to the inhabitants of southern Huzistan, but has 
not unearthed one suggestion that they were 
Persians or Zoroastrians. 33 Similarly Michael 
Sokoloff, m his recent dictionary of Babylonian 
Aramaic, suggests that the word is derived from 
an otherwise unknown place name, and cites a 
Clonic tradition that places it "on the east bank 
of the Tigris," reading Gunai rather than Gubai 
an easy scribal error. 3 * In any case, none of the 
cases of conversion mentioned in the Talmud 
identify the converts' original ethnicity or reli- 
gion. And, indeed, it must be said that Rabbinic 
Judaism is so similar to Zoroastrianism in so 
many ways-but more onerous in its demands- 
that it is difficult to understand why a Zoro- 
astrian who was dissatisfied with his religion 
would choose Judaism as his alternative 

Again, neither Judaism nor Christianity would 
have tempted social climbers,- Zoroastrianism 
was the religion of the ruling class. Yet we 
Know that Christianity was attractive to Zoroas- 
tnans though the Syriac chronicles do not give 
us a clear picture of their motives, since to the 
chroniclers, Christianity's superiority was in- 
disputable. Where Manichaeism stood in this 
universe of new and revived religions within 
Mesopotamian Jewish community is difficult to 
say, though despite Mani's fierce anti-Judaism 
some of his doctrines apparently took root in 
some sections of the Mahozan Jewish commu- 
nity As a consequence, the rabbis had to defend 
their yiew of the reliability of oral transmission 
and of the resurrection of the dead from Man- 
ichaean attack. The first I have already docu- 
mented elsewhere; 3 ^ for the other I will merely 
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Abarg said: When the father has not embraced 
Christianity anew, then too he should make 
his son come in the usual way 
Abarg (also) said as far as one generation. 

And later on the redactor deals with a case where 
the wife of a Zoroastrian convert who has n* 
followed her husband in his religious choice, and 
has remained a Christian. 

12.3.1 42 

maid-ev^ ag-den ka 6 wehdemh dyed abur- 

lZ!d^ w ^ az gddan 6 zdd estsd ** *** 

azdn gydgpaydag. vispaeibiio ap 9 r 3 naiiubiio 
noit cahmai aparanaiiunam. 

When a man from an evil den comes to being 
of the good den, then any child born in the 
usual way from having sex will be brought by 

^"T? fr ° m * e folI ™ing (Av.) passage: 
for all children, not for any of the children.""* 

The redactor goes on to forbid beating the re- 
calcitrant wife, or even divorcing her, and in- 

nTthaf " ?r e S° ld budg6t be ma -tamed, 
church P ° SS Y ' that She bC dl0Wed t0 8° to 

a stT!?rr eStl0n ° f COnversion to and from Zoro- 
suKlT ^^ imp ? nam ° ne ' and has been the 

Here 5 r *. ^ f^ Gn ° U and Shaked. 
Here is Gnoli's trenchant verdict: 

t™" of"?" 18111 W3S Cert / mly n0t an effectlve in- 
terpreter of the anxieties of third-century man- the 

m7 ^^ ° f the m ° Wbeds ' th£ -stored^ canonized 

nd codlfled Mazdeism, that had become he support 

and mstrument of the newly acquire d power of "the 

fact X f*' W3S Un3ble °' - Wlll - g to give-and m 
tact did not gl ve-a convincing answer to those anxi- 

b s'Jn »v ^ faMy C ° mm0n m Iran t00 ' « -n 
aeism In nume *° US conversi °ns to Manich- 
acism and Christianity. 47 

Or as Shaked rephrases the question: "Was Sasa- 

Shake!? 3 \ Viable rellgl ° n? " In res P°nse 

Snaked suggests that 

A large number of conversions could indeed be an 
indicator of a problem. But we have no statistics o" 
conversions, nor do we know whether they const, 
tuted a danger to the Mazdaean church. Of the progress 



of Christianity we hear from the descriptions of the 
Christians themselves. They did establish communi 

Shaked points to the tenacity of Zoroastrianism 
n the face of the "enormous pressures put upon 
hem by the Arab conquerors," the fact that it 
took more than a century to turn Iran over- 
whelmingly Muslim, and that, after all, Zoroas- 
trianism survives to this very day_as does the 
1 ersian anguage, in contrast to the. sea of Arabic 
that replaced Aramaic, Syriac, or Mandean-all 
Eastern Aramaic dialects-as the language of 

There is reason to believe that there was an aspect of 
*« .religion that reflected deeply-felt spiritual, per 
haps mystzcal, attitudes, and this may mitigate the 
somewhat stark impression that we aJapt to form o 

ome o r f 0a the naniSm - ' W *' * "»* ^ SU ^ed ^ 
some of the mystical fervor of Islam was derived 
from Zoroastrianism . . , 49 uerivea 

If rabbinic Judaism survived even more enor- 
mous pressures because of the flourishing intel- 
lectual and theological life inculcated by the 
Sasaman rabbis, recent work on the intellectual 
Hie of the Sasaman Zoroastrian thinkers may 
show the same for Zoroastrianism from at least 
the fifth century on onward; more on this below 
m section VII Indeed, the Sasanian intellectual 
renaissance of the fifth and sixth centuries may 
have been a response to the challenges of Man- 
jchaeism and Christianity, though I suspect that 
he .project of writing down the Avesta also con- 
tnbuted mightily to it. 
Before leaving this issue, it is worthwhile 

bv n stul ^ , 6 r pl t Catl ° nS ° f a paSSa S £ c ^ed 
by Shaul Shaked m his study on esoteric trends 

n Zoroastrianism, which explicitly claims a quite 
universal purpose for Zoroastrianism. Shaked sug 
gests that this passage reflects Sasanian views, and 
the rabbinic expectations seem in tune with the 
sentiments expressed here. It should be remem- 
bered that both Christianity and Manichaeism ex- 
pressed similar universalist yearnings. 

Dadai Ohxmazd en den ne ewaz (I) 6 eran sahr 
beo hamag gehdn ud har(w) srddag fristed ud 
andar hamag abezaglha ku gumezaglhd rawdg 
kaxd ested: menoglhd pad cihrig <l> danag <i> 
rast-menisnlh Q> rdst-gowlsnlh; getlglhapad 
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Rava. 53 Nevertheless, a redactional comment in 
Bava Metzia 24a refers to non-Jews who "sit 
around" in both synagogues and study halls in 
great numbers, neither of which was restricted 
to the more acculturated upper-class Babylo- 
nians! Would Sosans have done so? I suspect that 
Gogusnasp himself might have had qualms. 54 
Certainly some talmudic redactors seem to have 
had them, since the proviso regarding ceasing 
drinking first is almost certainly redactional, 
and not from Rabbah b. R. Huna's time. We now 
turn to the general view of reality that may have 
separated Sosans and the Talmud's redactors 
from Rabbah b. R. Huna. 55 

Given the greater centrality of the system of 
pollution and purification to Zoroastrian theory 
and practice to that of rabbinic Judaism, and the 
various prohibitions for a "holy man" to remain 
within fifteen steps of, say, a menstruant woman 
(PV 16.3-4) or a menstruant woman keeping at 
least three steps from the fire at the pain of a 
tandbuhl sin, we may well wonder whether So- 
sans would ever permit himself to be in the pres- 
ence of a agden who is by definition margarzdn, 
no more than he would be in the presence of a 
zan I dastdn, a menstruant woman. 



VI 



Let us return to our rabbinic sources. In a col- 
lection of a round dozen cases regarding wine 
under suspicion of having been used for idola- 
trous purposes, a rabbinic enactment intended to 
discourage social intercourse between Jews and 
non-Jews, Rava, an influential fourth-generation 
Mahozan authority (d. 353) decides nine of them 
leniently; the other three are decided leniently 
by others (Avodah Zarah 70a-b). 56 All of these 
cases are from the third and fourth centuries, 
and most of them date a scant generation before 
Sosans' time. 

Nevertheless, while on the one hand they 
could not reverse the precedent of centuries of 
social interaction between Jews and non-Jews 
in Mahoza, if not elsewhere, prominent fourth- 
century Mahozan rabbinic authorities of the 
second and third quarters of the fourth century 
attempted — as far as they could— to prevent ex- 
ogamy on the part of their cosmopolitan com- 
munity. However, in the context of Mahoza, a 
significant fraction of non-Jews would have been 
Christian, since there was a large Christian com- 



munity there, as there was a large Jewish com- 
munity. 57 These attempts included enactments 
against non-Jewish beer, added to the already 
existing enactments against wine, and they took 
a harder line vis-a-vis the theological under- 
standing of the status of the offspring of mixed 
marriages. 58 

On the Zoroastrian side, at best one is permit- 
ted to serve a "coarse meal" to non-Zoroastrians, 
as set out in chapter 20, again in Skjserva's pre- 
liminary edition. 

20.2.2 

weh kerdan wes kerdan ray stir i stabr pddixsd 
dddan 

m"n 'wmn hn' 59 ud carbisn kerdan ne pd- 
dixsa. 

To do. better and do more, it is permitted to 

offer a coarse meal. 

It is not permitted to do . . . and be nice to him. 

Kotwal/Kreyenbroek emend my'sn'wmn XN' 
to *mehmdmh, "a guest." 

Weh kaidan ud wes kaidan ray stir 1 stabr 
pddixsdy dddan-, *mehmdnih ud carbisn kar- 
dan ne pddixsdy. 

In order to do good, and to do more (than is 
required), it is lawful to offer him a coarse 
meal; it is not lawful to receive him as a guest 
and to entertain him lavishly. 

Again, in Hb 12.4, an Iranian who impregnates 
a non-Iranian may be put to death, although we 
may wonder whether this was actually carried 
out. <n 



60 



rosplg ka-iz dbustan hawed d-iz 61 wes nest ku 

xwar-ew 

ag-den ud 62 aner margarzdn 

ka dbustan hawed tandbuhl-ew margarzdn 

ka 6 ray ew hasr drdz ne sdyed ozadan 63, wes 

nest ku tandbuhl-ew 

ka 6 ray ew hasr sdyed ozadan margarzdn 

When a (non-Iranian) whore becomes pregnant, 
(then his guilt) is not more than one xwar. 
(When she— a non-Iranian who is not a prosti- 
tute— YE 64 ) becomes pregnant (then) it be- 
comes one tandbuhl margarzdn. 
If it is not possible to kill him (within) the 
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e l m a n: The Other in the Mirror. Part Two 



abarg ne kerd ested 

mardbud i mdh-ddur I gogusnasp guft had 

sosans be edon guft 

had pad frezwdn oh kunisn ka tis 66 nest d-s 6 
dahisn 

(Ace. to the Avestan:) 'You shall (all) stand by 

the one who . . . (sacred) learning," makes it an 

obligatory duty to give something! 

Abarg did not do so. 

Mardbud, (who had it from) Mah-adur, (who 

had it from) Gogusnasp said: Well, Sosans said 

as follows: 

Well, you should do it as obligatory duty in the 

usual way. When (he) has nothing, then you 

should give him in the usual way. 

Here Abarg disagrees with Sosans, as indeed he 
does in 9.7-9.S. 67 But not only that, Sosans' cus- 
tomary practice is reported on not by Abarg his 
disciple, but by Gogusnasp, the teacher of Me- 
domah, the founding member of the school that 
came to rival Abarg's! While this is hardly im- 
possible, when we add to it the dispute of Sosans 
and Abarg in Hb 9, and Abarg's more liberal at- 
titude to non-Zoroastrians than that of Sosans 
we must consider that, though the differing opin- 
ions of Sosans and Abarg are juxtaposed only in 
Hb 9.7-9.8, they actually disagreed more often 
(Ner 19.8, 49.13), but for some reason the author 
of SnS had a tradition that viewed them as mas- 
ter and disciple of the school of the Abargites At 
least in Hb and Ner, then, Sosans and Abarg do 
not act as members of the same school. Still, this 
handful of cases does not yet disprove Tava'dia's 
observation that "I have not found that Mettok- 
mah differs from Gogusnasp and Aparak from 
Sosyans, but that the difference lies rather be- 
tween the two groups." 68 Masters and disciples 
can have disagreements. Still, we must then ask 
whether any particular consistent approach char- 
acterized each of these schools. 

Following this line of reasoning, the Herbedes- 
tan would then be the earliest of these compila- 
tions, since Medomah is not mentioned at all in 
it, and Abarg is mentioned only three times (as 
opposed to 30 times in PV, and six times each in 
SnS and MHD). It is interesting to note that Kay 
Adur Bozed emerges as Sosans' major disputant 
m Hb (six times), Gogusnasp appears only three 
times (1.3, 2.11, 16.15), once even quoting So- 
sans, as just noted, when we would expect Abarg 
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to do so (2.11), as noted above, but never in dis- 
pute with Sosans. 

In contrast, MHD cites the followers of Abarg 
and Medomah, but none of the other compila- 
tions do ; this fact would also support the late 
dating of MHD, and thus the earlier dating of Hb 
and Ner. Putting all these distributions together 
the relative dating of the redaction of these texts 
would be: Herbedestan, Nerangestan, PV, MHD 
and, of course, SnS. At the end of section IV we 
pointed out the peculiar positioning of Gogus- 
nasp, who appears in association with an anon- 
ymous opinion some thirteen times in these 
texts. What does this mean? It seems to suggest 
that Gogusnasp was active after Sosans, and that 
Sosans' contemporary was not Gogusnasp but as 
the texts bear witness, Kay Adur Bozed Gogus- 
nasp's real disputant was Abarg. This would 
place Gogusnasp in the generation after Sosans 
His view appears in PV 3.42 and PV 5.38, even 
though he was not a contemporary of Sosans 
because he is disputing Sosans. That would ex- 
plain why he appears with Sosans only here and 
not in any of the other 66 places that Sosans is 
quoted. It would also account for the asymmetry 
of their views in PV 5.38, as noted above. Appar- 
ently Abarg had two contemporaries who often 
disagreed with him, Gogusnasp and Medomah 
This need not contradict the author of SnS's de- 
piction of Medomah as a disciple of Gogusnasp- 
it only contradicts our assumption that these 
teachers were paired generationally in that list 
There is another possibility. Since not only is 
Gogusnasp's appearance here anomalous, but his 
liberal view is also. While generally he is some- 
what more lenient than his interlocutor, usually 
Abarg, it is usually a matter of degree. In PV 3 1 4 
they disagree over whether the lenient criterion 
of 'means and ability" should be applied, with 
Gogusnasp taking the lenient position,- later in 
the same section, in considering a case of doubt 
as to whether someone touched a corpse Gogus- 
nasp considers "not known is equivalent to not 
seen." We dealt with PV 5.4 previously, and here 
too Gogusnasp was lenient. 

In PV 6.5 Gogusnasp decides that a corpse con- 
taminates only the amount of substance with 
which it is in contact. With this consideration 
in mind, it may then be that there were two 
Gogusnasps, one a contemporary of Sosans, and 
therefore the teacher of Medomah, the other a 
contemporary of Abarg and Medomah. Similarly 
in PV 4.10 Kay Adur Bozed is referred to as "i 
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ELM 



a n: The Other in the Mirror. Part Two 



Adurbad I Maraspandan, do we hear nothing 
about scholarly or priestly opinion in the fourth 
century, when we have such rich religious litera- 
ture from so many other groups? 

Let me return to Augustine for a moment. The 
difference between Augustine and Adurbad i 
Mahraspandan is this: Augustine was the heir of 
Graeco-Roman paideia, with its privileging of 
intellectual life. The same is true in the case 
of the rabbis. It apparently took more time for 
the development of a class of scholarly intellec- 
tuals among the Zoroastrians. Let me point out 
the importance of Sosans' statement of the pious 
Zoroastrian life as including "searching and 
questioning" (PV 5.38, above). Let me also point 
out the fact that the Herbedestan in its earlier 
chapters apparently conceives (that is, its redac- 
tors) conceive) of priestly training being avail- 
able to all (Hb. 1-2). And let me point out that 
m Adurbad i Mahraspandan's Admonitions he 
requires pious Zoroastrians to spend a third of 
their time m study "Fifthly, I have to go to school 
[herbedestan] one-third of the night in order to 
question the wisdom of the Orderly,- to cultivate 
the land one-third of the day and one-third of the 
night, and to eat, have a good time, and rest one- 
third of the day and one-third of the night " 77 

All these are expressions of a Zoroastrian in- 
tellectual culture that had hit its stride in the 
fifth century, but had its roots in the fourth. But 
the time was not yet ripe. 

Shaked's words about the profound spirituality 
that Zoroastrianism could inspire in its adher- 
ents receive renewed force within this context 7 « 
Nor should spirituality and intellectual engage- 
ment be seen as antithetical, as the existence of 
any number of intellectual mystics can testify 
What do we know of Sosans' inner life, or that of 
Abarg? 

Indeed, the intellectual renaissance of which 
Sosans was a harbinger that continued to bear 
fruit even (to mix a metaphor) after Zoroastrian- 
ism was no longer a factor on the world scene in 
the shape of those Iranian Muslims who contrib- 
uted so much to the intellectual and spiritual ef- 
florescence of Islam. 



Afterword 

New evidence has come to light to confirm my 
speculations regarding Gogusnasp's date. In the 
alternate Zand to the Videvdad, the Zand i Fragard 
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i Jud-dev-dad, whose importance was brought to 
my attention by Dr. Gotz Konig in Berlin in the 
summer o 2008 and which remains unedited 
and unpublished, we have a parallel to the dis- 
pute between Sosans and Gogusnasp in PV 5 38 
but here thedispute is essentially between Sos- 
ans and Kay Adur Bozed, with Gogusnasp brought 
in only secondarily to support the latter, exactly 
as I would have supposed. My thanks to Prof 
Oktor SkjasrvB and Dr. Mahmaz Moazami for 
help with this difficult text. 



VIII 

Even without Camera's absolute dates we knew 
rom the report in SnS that Sosans was the ear- 
liest Sasaman jurisconsult for whom we have 
a substantial body of data-some 68 opinions, 
this should perhaps give us pause when we de- 
pict him as "conservative," for what else should 
we expect of the first major jurisconsult who 
stands at the threshold of a Zoroastrian intel- 
lectual renaissance? A new set of questions then 
emerges: what is the relation of Sosans' work to 
the Avestan Videvdad? If we see the zand as 
having crystallized in its Middle Persian garb in 
the forth to sixth centuries of our era, as Cantera 
does, it is clear why these questions do not appear 
earlier, in the Avesta itself. With the renaissance 
of Iranian intellectual life that accompanied the 
final reduction of the zand to writing, 7 ? and in 
the wake of the Sasanian dynasty's embrace of 
Zoroastrianism in its propaganda against the pre- 
ceding Parthian dvnasty-as in the appearance of 
tire-altars on its coinage, its use of Pahlavi in 
place of Greek-the heart of the Zand's enter- 
prise began m earnest, and continued with all 
the discussions we find in this literature, with 
its redactions of primary zand texts to the redac- 
tion of MHD by Farroxmard i Wahraman in the 
early seventh century. The function of the zand 
is to serve as a scholastic commentary on the 
Avesta, m the same way that rabbinic thought 
serves as a commentary and elaboration on Jew- 
ish Scripture. 

Unfortunately, we have only one set of opinions 
preserved in the names of Adur Farnbag Narseh 
7J°J as Sosans' teacher, according to SnS 
i.3b and his colleague Adur Ohrmazd the 
teacher of Gogusnasp, or rather, between Adur 
Fambag Narseh and Wehdad, the son of Adur 
Ohrmazd (Ner 22.5)" They would thus have 
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.nb pnm nanna 'an nVia rrnnn Vai mm^ 

iax ,naxi jcx .xvi xnna ^x a-n xVx 

- na^ mrrVw px pnax -o :'tz?x ai 

.rrto in 1 ? xrin irnn^ px Vax ,inrx >V«» r, n 

inrx xjw >xa .xvt xrma w 3m xm 

; D3mVu; mmV onx 0} ,nnx rrroi - xVt pn"? 

px ,rma '33 namVu; ^x - nna '33 onx na 

•iaxp ma m onx na ,->nj imnV 

.x'n xrma 'u>x an xn xVx 

rrx pama nor ,nV? n^ naaV nirrVun 'm nax xrai 

rrVt as V» *]x ixV pp ,ppx nm t» m 1 ? 

.pama mar rrV rrx [x nav ay] mrrtw rrV 

,x'n x"?i - X3» X s ? nwto xan 

'nx xV na] ,mrrto VVaV vik Vx-w 

.nirrbw VVaV 

R. Ashi said: When we say that agency cannot 
be vested in a non-Jew, this refers only to teru- 
mah [= the so-called "heave-offering" given to 
priests from yearly agricultural produce], but 
in all other biblical matters the principle of 
agency holds good in the case of non-Jews. 
This [distinction] of R. Ashi's is spurious For 
why does terumah differ, that [agency] is not 
allowed [to a non-Jew]? Because it is written 
"Thus] you, you also [shall offer a heave-offer- 
ing, etc.]" (Num 18:28) [thus this emphasis on 
"you" teaches that] just as "you" are members 
of the Covenant, so also must your agents be 
members of the Covenant! And [is not] the 
principle of agency, as applied to all biblical 
matters, derived from terumah [in Qiddushin 
41b]. Hence R. Ashi's distinction is spurious. 
Others state [an alternate tradition]: R. Ashi 
said: In what sense do we maintain that agency 
cannot be vested in a non-Jew— only that they 
cannot be agents for us, but we can be agents 
for them. 

This [distinction] of R. Ashi's is [also] spurious 
For why the difference, that they cannot be 
agents for us? Because it is written, "[Thus] 
you, you also [shall offer terumah, etc.]" (Num 
18:28), [teaching that the] inclusion of your 
agents [is derived as follows]: Just as 'you' are 
members of the Covenant, so must your agents 
also be members of the Covenant! But with 
reference to ourselves being agents for them, 
does not the same [reasoning] apply: just as you 
[who appoint agents], members of the Cove- 
nant are meant[, so too your agents must be 
members of the Covenant], Hence R. Ashi's 
distinction is spurious. 



Ravina said: Though a non-Jew has no power 
of agency, yet by rabbinic law one can obtain 
possession on his behalf. For this [case] is simi- 
lar to [that of] a minor,- surely, a minor, though 
excluded from the principle of agency [72a] is 
nevertheless, by rabbinic law, eligible to pos- 
session [through an adult], so here too there is 
no difference. 

But the analogy is false,- a Jewish [minor] comes 
[eventually] within the principle of agency, but 
a non-Jew does not. 

First, note that Ravina's mentor attempts to rule 
that non-Jews may be considered agents for Jews 
m business transactions; two traditions regard- 
ing his derivation of his permissive stance are 
given, and the redactors reject both as spurious 
and invalid. Ravina then attempts to buttress the 
liberal position in another way, similar to his at- 
tempt in Yevamot 60b-61a, the rabbinic parallel 
to PV 5.38, with which we opened our essay. 
Though all of these attempts, those attributed 
to R. Ashi and that of Ravina, are rejected by the 
redactors, 86 the earlier policy is clear. And, as we 
shall see, this policy manifests itself in a number 
of other issues. 

This does not mean that there were no dis- 
agreements between them. Indeed, on another 
important issue of commercial law, whether a 
symbolic meshikha ("pulling"), the Roman tra- 
ditio, is sufficient effect a transfer of property or 
whether money must change hands, Ravina was 
the more liberal (Bekhorot 13b and compare 
Avodah Zarah 71a-b). This question may have 
hinged on mtercultural issues, for Amemar a 
senior contemporary, ruled that traditio is suf- 
ficient since Persians exchange gifts [pardash- 
nei, MP paddSn 87 ) and do not withdraw. To this 
the unsympathetic redactor counters: it is arro- 
gance on their part that prevents them from 
withdrawing! 88 

Above I have called attention to the increas- 
ing rabbinic concern for intermarriage during the 
course of the fourth century. 89 One way of deal- 
ing with the issue was for the rabbis to legislate 
against social interaction,- for example, although 
wine that had been produced or drunk from by 
non-Jews had been interdicted from at least the 
first century, R. Papa, a fifth-generation amora 
explicitly citing concern about "intermarriage" 
as the reason (Avodah Zarah 31b). Among those 
joining in this concern were prominent members 
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anger God, he is accounted a min, a heretic, 
while Ravina holds that only one who worships 
idols is accounted a min. Thus, even deliberate 
deviance from Jewish norms does not, according 
to Ravina, mark one as "out of the camp." 

Nevertheless, we must ask why these sixth- 
and seventh-generation rabbis were lenient in 
these matters when some influential fourth- and 
fifth-generation rabbis increased the stringen- 
cies. I suspect that Ravina was not so much le- 
nient in the absolute sense, as lenient in opposing 
increasing stringencies above and beyond what 
the previous generation had enacted. Had the in- 
termarriage rate dropped off? Was Mata Mahasia 
different from the larger and more cosmopolitan 
Mahoza? At this point we can only speculate. 

More important than the question of leniency 
or strictness, however, is the amazing congru- 
ence of common concerns and issues that we 
find on both sides of the religious— but not cul- 
tural — divide between these two geographically 
and chronologically overlapping communities. By 
Ravina's time, Jews and Iranians had peacefully 
coexisted for over nine centuries— and the re- 
sults are all over the rich compilations of sources 
that both groups have left us. It is that challeng- 
ing country that Oktor and I have had the plea- 
sure of exploring together, and the congruence of 
these two cultures has taught us a good deal 
about human nature and intellectual concerns. 



Notes 



** Margarzdn = literally, "deserving of death"; 
tandp/buhl = the high degree' of sin. The exact deno- 
tation is not altogether clear, or is the relationship be- 
tween the two. 

l.See S. Shaked, "Religion in the Late Sasanian 
Period: Eran, Aneran, and Other Religious Designa- 
tions," in V. S. Curtis and S. Steward, eds., The Sasa- 
nian Era: The Idea of Iran (London, 2008), pp. 103-17, 
which provides a wider context and complementary 
view to these matters. Unfortunately, I obtained the 
volume only after having completed this paper, but I 
have attempted to incorporate his observations 
throughout. See also A. F. de Jong, "The First Sin: 
Zoroastrian Ideas about the Time before Zarathustra," 
m S. Shaked, Genesis and Regeneration: Essays on 
Conceptions of Origin (Jerusalem, 2005), pp. 192-209, 
and idem, "Zoroastrian Religious Polemics and Their 



Contexts: Interconfessional Relations in the Sasanian 
Empire," in Religious Polemics in Context: Papers Pre- 
sented to the Second International Conference of the 
Leiden Institute for the Study of Religions (LISOR), 
Held at Leiden, 27-28 April 2000, ed. T. L. Hettema 
and A.van der Kooij (Leiden, 2004), pp. 48-68. 

2. Erbedestdn: An Avesta-Pahlavi Text, ed. H. 
Humbach with J. Elfenbein (Munich, 1990). 

3. F. M. Kotwal and P. G. Kreyenbroek, eds., with 
contributions by J. R. Russell, The Herbedestdn and 
the Nerangestdn, vol. 1, Herbedestdn (Paris, 1992). 

4. See my "The Herbedestdn in the Herbedestdn: 
Priestly Teaching from the Avesta to the Zand," to be 
published in hano-Judaica VII. 

5. See my "Toward an Intellectual History of Sasa- 
nian Law: An Intergenerational Dispute in Herbede- 
stan 9 and Its Rabbinic Parallels," in C. Bakhos and 
M. R. Shayegan, eds., The Talmud in Its Iranian Con- 
text, TSAJ 235 (Tubingen, 2010), pp. 21-57. 

6. F. M. Kotwal and P. G. Kreyenbroek, The Herbe- 
destdn and the Nerangestdn, vol. 3, Nerangestdn, 
Fragard 2 (Paris, 2002), p. 59. 

7. Both dahed. 

8. TD bud. 

9. For some of the parameters of the escort's re- 
sponsibilities, see my "Intellectual History." 

10. Kotwal divides the lines differently by begin- 
ning the next paragraph with aburndyag, "a minor 
child." However, he must restore "a child" in this 
line by a parenthetical interpretive interpolation; see 
Kotwal and Kreyenbrok, pp. 60-61. 

11. As we might have expected, the rabbis too 
looked upon non-Jews as capable of murder of Jews 
for no reason beyond their Jewishness; see for ex- 
ample Avodah Zarah 26a-b. 

12. For the Sasanian provenance of such texts, see 
Kotwal and Kreyenbroek's text after n. 10, and sur- 
rounding nn. 11-13. Still, there is always the possi- 
bility of post-Sasanian additions, though see below for 
its possible place within a Sasanian context. 

13. See A. Cantera, Studien zur Pahlavi-Uberset- 
zung des Avesta, Iranica 7 (Wiesbaden, 2004), p. 220. 

14. See my "Intellectual History." 

15. Both huua(.)tam. 

16. Both aba. 

1 7. D. N. MacKenzie, A Concise Pahlavi Dictio- 
nary, repr. with corrections (London, 1986), p. 67. 

18. Cantera, Studien zur Pahlavi-Ubersetzung des 
Avesta, p. 213. 

19. See P. Gignoux's remarks comparing Jewish and 
Zoroastrian notions of identity in his Man and Cos- 
mos in Ancient Iran, Serie Orientale Roma 91 (Rome 
2001), p. 95. 

20. See my chapter in The Cambridge Companion 
to the Talmud and Rabbinic Literature, ed. C. E. 
Fonrobert and M. S. Jaffe (Cambridge, 2007), pp. 165- 
97; but also "Up to the Ears" in Horses' Necks: On 
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e l m a n: The Other in the Mirror. Part Two 



Denig (Copenhagen, 1990), pt. 2, p. 9, pars. 7.6-7.7, 
which reprise the. essence of PV 3.41-3.42, discussed 
in section I (BA1 19). 

52. This is the correct reading; see Sokoloff, Dictio- 
nary, p. 1029b. 

53. See my chapter in The Cambridge Companion, 
pp. 173-76. 

54. Dr. Samuel Secunda reminds me of a question in 
the Pahlavl Rivayat of Adurfarnbag (no. 125), as to 
whether a Zoroastrian can buy wine and food from a 
Christian,- the anwer is negative, because they consider 
relations with menstruant women permissible. What 
would the answer have been in regard to Jews? See B. T. 
Anklesaria, ed. and trans., The Pahlavi Rivayat of Atur- 
fainbag and Farnbag-sros, pt. 2 (Bombay, 1969), p. 109. 

55. For some modern discussion on this passage, 
see Eliyahu Ahdut's master's thesis "Ha-Yehasim 
ha-Hevratiyyim veha-Kalkaliyim bein Yehudim le- 
Nokhrim be-Bavel bi-Tqufat ha-Talmud," Hebrew 
University, 1990, pp. 101-6. For those interested, 
there is a microfilm copy available at Harvard Univer- 
sity's Lamont Library. I thank Dr. Samuel Secunda for 
alerting me to its existence and location. 

56. See my "Zekhuyot ha-Ishah bi-Nekhaseha be- 
Askolat Mahoza," in a forthcoming issue of Sidra, 
dedicated as a Festschrift for Prof. Zvi Arie Steinfeld. 

57. On the Christians in Mahoza (Koke), see A. Op- 
penheimer, Babylonia fudaica in the Talmudic Pe- 
riod (Wiesbaden, 1983), p. 232; and esp. J. M. Fiey, 
"Topography chretienne de Mahoze," L'Orient Syr- 
iene 12 (1967), pp. 397-420; and J. Labourt, Le Chris- 
tianisme dans 1' Empire perse sous la dynastie 
sassanide (Paris, 1904). 

58. The results of this study were presented at the 
conference of the Association for Jewish Studies in 
December, 2008. 

59. KK: *mehmamhl 

60. Once again, Macuch's contribution to the 
Skjaerv0 Festschrift [BAI 19) has much to teach us ; see 
her comments to passage 2, in particular the point 
that the Zoroastrian authorities would not recognize 
non-Zoroastrian marriages (even to non-Zoroastrians 
who had converted) and the terminology employed 
(see n. 42 above), while advising them not to divorce 
their recalcitrant wives! 

61.NotTD. 

62. Not TD. 

63. Both ZYTWNtnV 

64. The flow of the passage necessitates this inter- 
pretation,- see Kotwal and Kreyenbroek, pp. 64-65. 

65. A unit of length. 

66. TD ce-s. 

67. If I am correct, the dispute there has far-reach- 
ing legal implications,- see "Intellectual History." 

68. J. C. Tavadia, Sdyast ne Sdyast: A Pahlavi Text 
on Religious Customs (Hamburg, 1930), p. 29, n. 8 
(continued from p. 28). 



69. His appearance with Mardbud in SnS 2.86 does 
not provide any additional chronological information 
as yet. He often appears alone in PV. 

70. This account is based mostly on Christian and 
later Muslim sources. See J. Wiesehofer, Ancient Per- 
sia from 550 BC to 650 AD (London, 2001), pp. 204-6 ; 
and K. Schippmann, Grundziige der Geschichte des 
Sasanidisischen Reiches (Darmstadt), 1990, p. 41. 

71. See L. van Rompay, "Impetuous Martyrs? The 
Situation of the Persian Christians in the Last Years 
of Yazdgard I (419-420)," in Martyrium in Multi- 
disciplinary Perspective: Memorial Louis Reekmans, 
ed. M. Lamboigts and P. van Deun (Louvain, 1995), 
pp. 363-75. 

72. This blessed state did not continue. In 468, 
apparently impressed by the four-hundredth anni- 
versary of the Second Temple, some Jews became 
obstreperous, with the expected reaction from the 
government. Gogusnasp's view fits in well within 
this period between 410 and 468, which is of course 
when Cantera dates him ; see Wiesehofer, Ancient 
Persia, p. 215. 

73. See E. Marienberg, Niddah: Lorsque les fuifs 
conceptualisent la menstruation (Paris, 2003); and see 
SnS 3.29 

74. Tavadia, Sdyast ne Sayast, p. 97. 

75. See most recently the description in J. T 
Walker, The Legend of Mar Qardagh: Narrative and 
Christian Heroism in Late Antique Iraq (Berkeley, 
2006), pp. 112-15. However, the standard survey 
remains that of J. Asmussen, "Christians in Iran," in 
CHIr 3.2, pp. 924-48. 

76. Walker, Legend of Mar Qardah, p. 113. 

77. So Skjasrvo's translation (personal communi- 
cation). There are interesting rabbinic parallels at 
Berakhot 35b, some of which date to the second quar- 
ter of the fourth century. 

78. See section V. 

79. See H. W. Bailey, Zoroastrian Problems in the 
Ninth-Century Books (London, 1971), pp. 169-70. Of 
course, we must beware of the fallacy of post hoc 
prompter hoc, but it is hard to imagine that a project 
of such scope would not have an effect on the intel- 
lectual life of the priestly class. 

80. Tavadia, Sdyast ne Sdyast, p. 28, and see n. 10. 

81. The issue involves a woman's right to recite 
certain portions of the Avesta in ritual use, with 
Wehdad taking the more permissive stance, appropri- 
ately enough. 

82. HJ wayenlsn. 

83. See S. J. D. Cohen, The Beginning of Jewishness: 
Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Berkeley, 1999). 

84. Elman, "Returnable Gifts in Rabbinic and Sasa- 
nian Law," pp. 150-95. 

85. See now S. Secunda, "Reading the Bavli in 
Iran," fewish Quarterly Review 100 (2010), pp. 310- 
42, esp. p. 313. 
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